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An Excerpt from the Forty-Eight 
Inquiries of Non-Killing 


a: ARLA LEH (4%) 
64GB 

By Upasaka Zhou An Shi of the Qing Dynasty 
English Translated by Brian Chung 


Res HBT fee ¢ | TER bie Ae a The Chan Master Ci Shou once said, “As a result of the evil 
AS I > HES TAKS e WEY of animal slaughter, violence and wars will break out.Those 
AGRERY > FERRE Bok © PERE who have taken life will in turn lose their lives. Those who have 
ASSIA TRA BAY > TERS SPE maliciously refused to repay their debts will lose their homes 
‘sea ° MY ACE EER SRCHY > TERKS% in the chaos. Furthermore, those who have destroyed burrows 
CPt SERRE BN ° SHIRE > BAAS = and nests will have their family members scattered. Each sin 
FSP ZSE ° ATLA K AEA ASHORE — will result in the appropriate retribution. Thus, do not fail to 
Frat > ASR SR REGGE BRIE ° CJitfas : tH heed the Buddha’s words.” 


EBA > RATIEE ° Aap e > Therefore, violence and wars are caused by the evil karma 
RIAL ° BEBULSE FT > ARMS. — of killing. If we are faced with impending violence or conflict, 
7X ° SUE STA ES > OCA PEGRL oD 4 the only recourse is to abstain from killing. The merits from 


FAI Ay RU > BHA EAE > FISH TS ~— such abstinence is the most potent and materializes speedily. 
RRA RAZ SMM EN AREY ° ALVSETETE =» Other good deeds cannot match it. 
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ALB > TORRES > MATE ? A 


FLA FAR ARES SE > AER TREE > eK 
REGS > (ECE Se SB AB EER _E AY 
A 


AE Zit > CRE A FS Eb 
DA RS — BS AA GRAY BERS > SRE, 
PRB Ly ° AEA RA WE Pa 
AYA ? REA RES ° EE RB 
ERAN RANA > SEA RERUL > EEK 
BOR IN 2b > FEAR RERS 
Ee] — (IB GOSH BY AE aso WFR BE a) 4s PE 
RAVE > HSER PAE ° ARETE 
fete Ae / B Be see ill > FEE A 
Bag 


Fa]: RRR ait > Att BS SCRE A 
Re BY) Zo PTS LAER 
Sig ES NSA teh SRRAA 
FA) © See tT PE BEE EAE ME ? 


Bt BER Ux a ER HL BP SCA 
ADRES AI BE RHA © A 
FZ + HO BREE a BS NE 


fey SHY eS ERR AY > SC BEA 
FERKA SEA ° MRICS > 


Pind mone LRA AR eB RA aS ° Als 
PERESIIC ATA > BUICK AU > eR 
amt LRE > em SRS BUCY 


AINE ? 


Pe] > BEAR AE + AGES fl AM aR 
WE > DASE IE RAS AE? 


EAE > AT DAR as Be 
Ferme AF AE 
Pea eH > PTA SAR Rea ° MAS 
sey A EAA A > AUS RBA > 
Kap HL a AR 

FE Jae Efe] > <2 BURA IZ Jes BOA E 
Hae ESS > set SLR pe cm ke > A EDK 
RUE RLBOR TS > A WGRA a > SETHE 

— FE ° RSME WAAR > SSSAEAEK\ » 


TINA 


ACER + : 


Thus, I have composed this scroll of questions and answers 
regarding non-violence. I wish to answer people’s doubts regarding 
this matter and convince everyone to abstain from killing animals. 
Furthermore, I hope everyone will recite Namo Amitabha and 
dedicate the resulting merits to the souls of the animals we have 
killed in the past. We should never again kill. Moreover, we 
should give rise to the heart of Great Compassion and vow to 
exercise great forbearance. Henceforth, we should not dare to kill 
even the smallest creature. I vow that if you do as instructed but 
are unable to avoid conflict and violence, the Celestial Dragons 


and Vajra Dharma Protectors may have my head! 


Question: In the Book of History, it is said that Heaven and 
Earth are the mother of all living beings, and mankind is the 
paragon of all beings. Therefore, animals are certainly created 
by Heaven for the benefit of mankind. Thus, why not kill? 


Answer: As Heaven and Earth are the mother of all living beings, 
all animals are the beloved offspring of Heaven and Earth. No 
mother can be happy if among her children, the strong bully the 
weak and the successful exploit the poor. If you eat meat and 
feel that it is your right to do so, then by this logic, as tigers can 
eat humans and mosquitoes suck our blood—are humans not 


created by Heaven to nourish beasts and pests? 


Question: If animal slaughter is an offense, why does Heaven 


not inflict punishment to deter such conduct? 


Answer: Heaven is definitely against animal slaughter. Thus, the 
karmic retributions for hunting and slaughtering are actually 
numerous and fully visible. However, the foolish fail to heed 
these warnings and the intelligent willfully refuse to change their 
behavior. Thus, there is really nothing more Heaven can do. 

For instance, in 1851, a native of Quanjiao County dreamed of 
a celestial deity who warned him that: “An army is fast approaching 
your residence! If you do not cease slaughtering animals, you 
cannot hope to escape death!” After he awoke, he and his entire 
household burned incense and vowed that they would never 
slaughter or hunt again. No one breached their vows... except 
for one dissenting matron. She said to him, “You simply had a 
dream, we cannot be sure if it is true or not.” A few days later, the 


violence indeed spilled into their hometown. Everyone managed 
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ER GEE Ek AIT RAS > KA ABETE © 
RPRA— fia ° Heh: "eR 
MaEeS ME > MARTIN ° 1 BRZ 
(Ro HK RPAR T > HME Ae PEMA » 
AA wm te > HARA > EbAILA 
FET HEEE >» SERA Soo PER 


Pe] > OP A ve AE RB ES» ATER A AK 
BHT > AREER AMSHIZER > ATH 
IL TBS BR TERE ? 


 ? aids] » Ebme Rete > —A A ERICA > 
PA A) se Ke Zee ° TERRA 
PROAS > TEA mae ERAS Zee ° HOY 
aT > RIS ee > ABST RAS 
BEGET 3 eA ARG > AE BS 
AE SR RAY SL BF PS ES ek > AAA 
ACE eS 3 FE OA RE > TE 
Rom i> ° Bj AAR SE > PSE Al A 
Bab > ee Beas ? 


Pe] > CBR PR RE AREAL > FS i Ee 
wet ETM AUREL > SEE EIN 
MIDE — FR + KAZE ARAA ART 
ABC ELA + tebe A EEG *2 


&? SRMAK > LAS ARS 
o TERRIA ANZ 7 SEES > ROE 
CEU PTAYEE > CSR EE 
Sl PRA TESS OR o BPO TH A A > 
Ee ARF LD ek oh SESE SE RZ, ° HITE 
(ESE A > ERR — DD RARE ° BLES 
Fa > APR SRS SE T° HA 
Aye > PLEASE RSIS oF ° HE SFAY 
Ale] BHR RABAB Zi > MR 
ARES FB ETB] > SEAL TM REBY © ABY 
OMAR ALA te > BAS SEG ILARY 
Di > BEER AED © 
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to escape except for the matron, who had delayed leaving the 
family compound and was killed. The native and his family 


members personally brought this incident to my attention. 


Question: There are so many animals in the world. If no 
one hunts or slaughters, wouldn't their populations grow 


out of control? 


Answer: There are plenty of insects and animals that humans 
do not eat or kill ; their numbers are numerous without issue. 
Furthermore, the reason there are so many beasts and animals 
is due to the karma of killing. Animal rebirth is caused by the 
cycle of retribution and revenge. People who kill animals are 
reborn as animals to even up the debt. If everyone abstains 
from taking animal life, the karma that supports the realm of 
animals will gradually dissipate while the ranks of devas and 
men will increase. For instance, if people do not trap frogs, 
the population of frogs will decrease. Likewise, if people 
do not fish for crabs, the population of crabs will gradually 


decrease. Thus, the laws of karma are quite clear. 


Question: If Heaven wishes for mankind to refrain from 
eating meat, then why isn’t the meat of animals disgusting 


and foul as a deterrence? 


Answer: The truth is that Heaven already considers meat to 
be foul and disgusting. However, people believe the taste of 
meat to be delicious — like how maggots revel in putrid 
feces. As this is a matter of deep-rooted habits, it is difficult 
to change perceptions. For instance, if a man was a cat in his 
past life, he would have craved for rodents during that life. 
Likewise, if a man was a crane in his past life, he would’ve 
craved for snakes. However, as they are now men, they no 
longer yearn for rats and snakes. Thus, each body has its 
own habits. Variations in preferences and habits are due to 
karma, causes and conditions. Differences in karma, causes 
and conditions are in turn caused by differing intentions. If 
people’s hearts and intentions can accord with Heaven’s will, 
they will naturally understand that meat is indeed foul and 
disgusting. 


=sTo be continued 


